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cylinder.1 The theory and practice of the Basutos in South
Africa were similar. After a birth had taken place they
used to kindle the fire of the hut afresh, and "for this purpose
it was necessary that a young man of chaste habits should
rub two pieces of wood quickly one against another, until a
flame sprung up, pure as himself. It was firmly believed
that a premature death awaited him who should dare to
take upon himself this office, after having lost his innocence,
As soon, therefore, as a birth was proclaimed in the village,
the fathers took their sons to undergo the ordeal. Those
who felt themselves guilty confessed their crime, and
submitted to be scourged rather than expose themselves to
the consequences of a fatal temerity." 2

It is not hard  to  divine why the task of twirling the Reasons
male fire-stick in the hole of the female fire-stick should by "^
some people be assigned to married men.    The analogy of making
the  process to the intercourse  of the sexes furnishes   an unmarried
obvious  reason.     It is less easy to understand why  other bpy= an*
people should prefer to entrust the duty to unmarried boys. gir
But probably the preference is based on a belief that chastity
leaves the boys with a stock of reproductive energy which
they may expend on the operation of fire-making, whereas
married men dissipate the same energy in other channels.
A somewhat similar train of thought may explain a rule of
virginity enjoined on women who assist in the production of
fire by holding the female fire-stick on the ground.    As a
virgin's womb is free to conceive, so, it might be thought, will
be the womb of the female fire-stick which she holds; whereas
had the female fire-maker been already with child, she could
not be reimpregnated, and consequently the female fire-stick
could not give birth to a spark.    Thus, in the sympathetic
connexion between   the fire-sticks and the  fire-makers we
seem to reach the ultimate origin of the order of the Vestal
Virgins : they had to be chaste, because otherwise they could
not light the fire.    Once when the sacred fire had gone out, the
Vestal in charge of it was suspected of having brought about
the   calamity    by   her   unchastity,   but   she   triumphantly
repelled the suspicion by eliciting   a flame from the   cold
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